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﻿Important
Dates

Tuesday, November 4
SDP Closed

for Election Day

Monday, November 10
SDP Term 1 Ends

Tuesday, November 11
SDP Closed

for Veterans Day

November 24-25
SDP Report Card

Conferences, Half Day for
Students

Wednesday, November 26
SDP Three-Hour Early

Dismissal

November 27-28
SDP Closed for

Thanksgiving Recess

Greetings, Scholars and Families —

High school seniors and families, don't forget to join us on
Wednesday, Nov. 5 at 6 pm for our FAFSA Workshop
and learn how to apply for financial aid for college. (Zoom
Link Here)

Our popular Cards, Cookies, and Cocoa community
service event is returning for a third year! Save the date
for Saturday, Dec. 13. This event will be open to TS
scholars in grades 6-12. Registration will be announced
via email later this month.

In the meantime, read on for information on this month's
CPR Training and College Corner events, tips for
building your resume, and new opportunities for scholars!

Have questions or need assistance? Email us any time at
vpse.talentsearch@upenn.edu.

     
 

https://upenn.zoom.us/j/96565426543?pwd=dpJWan1JF37XUbzgWqyTFK1Dal28S9.1&from=addon
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/96565426543?pwd=dpJWan1JF37XUbzgWqyTFK1Dal28S9.1&from=addon
https://www.facebook.com/UPennTS
https://www.facebook.com/UPennTS
https://www.instagram.com/upennts/
https://www.instagram.com/upennts/
https://www.tiktok.com/@upennts
https://www.tiktok.com/@upennts


Talent Search scholars in grades 8 to 12 are invited to join us for a CPR Training event on
Saturday, November 22. Attendees will earn American Heart Association CPR certification, valid for
the next two years.

Space is limited! Sign up no later than Sunday, November 16 at:
https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0etU30UxCLDXbYG

https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0etU30UxCLDXbYG


Are you a high school student getting ready to apply to college? Join our counselor, Ms. Sofia, for
College Corner, a series of live webinars covering everything you need to know about the college
application process.

This month's session on Wednesday, November 12 at 6 pm will cover School-Specific Essays,
including advice on how to impress admissions and avoid common writing mistakes.

Join on Zoom:
https://upenn.zoom.us/j/92100309823?pwd=x5LHaixCb1wn8EvSeieFjp7nPvwaNF.1

Tips from our Student Ambassadors!
We asked our Talent Search Student Ambassadors, "What is one piece of advice you have for
younger students looking to build their resume?" See what they had to say!

https://upenn.zoom.us/j/92100309823?pwd=x5LHaixCb1wn8EvSeieFjp7nPvwaNF.1






Advocate for Talent Search
and Other TRIO Programs
Did you know that Penn Talent Search is a federal TRIO
program?

TRIO programs operate in all 50 states, Washington,
D.C., the Pacific Islands, and Puerto Rico.
Collectively, more than 3,400 TRIO programs
nationwide help nearly one million students enter and graduate from college each year.
Penn Talent Search alone serves 583 students in Philadelphia.

﻿Recently, the White House issued a budget proposal that would eliminate all TRIO
programs in the coming year. Across the country, TRIO students could lose access to the
academic advising, career guidance, and personal support that make success possible for
so many first-generation and low-income students.

Policymakers in Congress need to hear from YOU — the TRIO students, parents, and
families — about the importance of protecting Talent Search and other programs, so we can
continue to support every one of our participants along their educational journey!

Use the links below to contact your senators and representative asking for continued funding
of the federal TRIO programs

Sample Email from Current TRIO Student
Sample Email from Parent/Guardian and Other Supporters

Thank you for being a TRIO advocate!

Opportunities for Talent Search Scholars

Penn Young Scholars Program

The Young Scholars High School
Program allows outstanding
juniors attending a local high school within
commutable distance to Penn to take college
courses in the fall and spring semesters. In the
Young Scholars Program, you can pursue
your discipline beyond the level offered in
secondary schools, get a head start on your
college requirements, or explore a brand-new
field that interests you. It’s an exciting chance
to explore new ideas and experience life in a
college classroom.

Students who attend a City of Philadelphia
public high school or charter high school may
enroll in one undergraduate-level, College of
Liberal and Professional Studies (LPS)
course tuition-free in the spring and fall
semesters through the Young Scholars

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards is the
nation's longest-running, most prestigious
recognition program for creative teens.

Teens in grades 7 to 12 (ages 13 and up)
can apply in 29 art and writing categories. Art
categories include comic art, film and
animation, drawing, and photography. Writing
categories include personal essay and
memoir, poetry, and short story.

Share your voice and vision, and your work
may be selected for exhibition, publication,
scholarships, and more!

Although there is a $10 entry fee, fee waivers
are available if the entry fee is a barrier to
participation.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://84b4f8bbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BMC17xSR9Wpwmn0BmUq0kZM8r_Q1IJFSp6DD9sT7gMTeTz-qeyDu45JuXGd93lydyXEiQ7k3Ziq11pYdFJ0T8t3hkYBvtvMXOPb8Gml8s1gSAMlp1OpjR1Sv8XGkp_oGq7HIrtzRMZUMc9hCDUbHdLeeFSbTJrtynZLkptwdChi2CFODFBG3H0VLEn7_l5nA&c=&ch=__;!!IBzWLUs!WKRVpLfW_GGizXtFzlDlTqmzQjSmIDTqOSr_xvHIkKBqgfFPzpS3j-pbCCbOUq7TU-IPJwrfQcDXq9lNtiXROmlJp1PYDmA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://84b4f8bbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BMC17xSR9Wpwmn0BmUq0kZM8r_Q1IJFSp6DD9sT7gMTeTz-qeyDu45JuXGd93lydyXEiQ7k3Ziq11pYdFJ0T8t3hkYBvtvMXOPb8Gml8s1gSAMlp1OpjR1Sv8XGkp_oGq7HIrtzRMZUMc9hCDUbHdLeeFSbTJrtynZLkptwdChi2CFODFBG3H0VLEn7_l5nA&c=&ch=__;!!IBzWLUs!WKRVpLfW_GGizXtFzlDlTqmzQjSmIDTqOSr_xvHIkKBqgfFPzpS3j-pbCCbOUq7TU-IPJwrfQcDXq9lNtiXROmlJp1PYDmA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://84b4f8bbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BMC17xSR9Wpwmn0BmUq0kZM8r_Q1IJFSp6DD9sT7gMTeTz-qeyDu45JuXGd93lydIecOLWo8sJtllOc3XnN3o8PmcogB8HotBgG0fsKfKmET9zm87CUbV084uZQOICinDVp93PnxFu2Nz-PoqDDxcUwIyuMPY9OveQJt6sJoClf7LvSuqtw0mGhspqhforrj2GBOqbP5nrLknIUOj1gEv12S7TX8E-bgHQrE1ImsJtlOAAIsGHlgGUTt4qWeBO2cM_hLlSXQrY0=&c=&ch=__;!!IBzWLUs!WKRVpLfW_GGizXtFzlDlTqmzQjSmIDTqOSr_xvHIkKBqgfFPzpS3j-pbCCbOUq7TU-IPJwrfQcDXq9lNtiXROmlJ5XQ1YL4$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://84b4f8bbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BMC17xSR9Wpwmn0BmUq0kZM8r_Q1IJFSp6DD9sT7gMTeTz-qeyDu45JuXGd93lydJPAGK0n08ci1R04aOuL6wVZnYr21OjIG0WsNg6DO-VYVqNFAHY3PJUOccN7eqEt_y1D_wHMBbiCa-rA7KxClwWSaV8DkwTmZmwXI8u8n7Nc=&c=&ch=__;!!IBzWLUs!WKRVpLfW_GGizXtFzlDlTqmzQjSmIDTqOSr_xvHIkKBqgfFPzpS3j-pbCCbOUq7TU-IPJwrfQcDXq9lNtiXROmlJJr0mSSo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://84b4f8bbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BMC17xSR9Wpwmn0BmUq0kZM8r_Q1IJFSp6DD9sT7gMTeTz-qeyDu45JuXGd93lydgu9j5bBMJbesxvrHfREO3PsKuhnyeH4IEa8XZPBMKNBZK_dgBw9DRyGds6LKNK6kxMiHKMLFiO7AUQ595mTZY0lNe4OcY6Hv8vGygy2s9rU=&c=&ch=__;!!IBzWLUs!WKRVpLfW_GGizXtFzlDlTqmzQjSmIDTqOSr_xvHIkKBqgfFPzpS3j-pbCCbOUq7TU-IPJwrfQcDXq9lNtiXROmlJdzOkOKs$


Program. Applications for Spring 2026 are
currently open.

Click here to get more information and
apply no later than December 1.

Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship

The Cooke College Scholarship Program is an
undergraduate scholarship program available
to high-achieving high school seniors with
financial need who seek to attend and
graduate from the nation's top four-year
colleges and universities.

Each award is intended to cover a significant
share of the student’s educational expenses –
including tuition, living expenses, books and
required fees. This highly competitive
scholarship includes:

The opportunity to graduate with as little
debt as possible. The award, which is
last dollar funding after all institutional
aid, can provide as much as $55,000
per year to pursue a bachelor’s degree
at any accredited undergraduate
institution
Ability to pursue any area of study
Personal advising about selecting a
college and navigating financial aid
Multifaceted advising about how to
transition to college and maximize the
college student experience

Applicants must meet the following eligibility
requirements:

Senior standing – Complete four years
of high school in the U.S., a U.S
territory, or on a U.S. military base and
plan to graduate in spring 2026.
Fall College Enrollment – Intend to
enroll in an accredited four-year college
beginning in fall 2026.
GPA – Earn a minimum, cumulative
unweighted GPA of 3.75 or above.
Test Scores — Submit standardized test
score(s) from one of the following: SAT,
ACT, AP, or IB exam.
Demonstrate Unmet Financial Need –
Applicants with family annual gross
income up to $95,000 will be
considered.

Click here to get more info and apply no
later than November 12.

Click here to get more info and enter no
later than December 3.

Franklin Institute STEM Scholars

The Franklin Institute's STEM Scholars
program serves a select group of students in
grades 9-12 who are passionate about
science, technology, engineering, and math
subjects. STEM Scholars is a FREE four-year
college and career preparation program that
recruits 20 freshman students each year,
aiming to reach those from communities
historically under recognized in STEM.

STEM Scholars programming includes hands-
on workshops, academic enrichment,
exposure to a variety of STEM and
STEAM industries, professional development,
entrepreneurial experiences, ACT test
preparation and college essay tutoring, and
college and career readiness.

STEM Scholars attend weekly workshops
during the academic year and a summer
program that runs Monday through Thursday
in July and August. Rising senior STEM
Scholars participate in an off-site internship
and are matched with professionals for a
summer of immersive, real-world learning.

Application requirements:
High School freshman in Philadelphia
and surrounding areas
Interest in STEM and STEM-related
careers
Ability to commit to 4 years of academic
year and summer programming
Completion of an application and essay
followed by an interview by the Youth
Programs staff
Recommendation from a teacher or
administrator

Click here to get more info and apply no
later than November 15.

https://hs.sas.upenn.edu/academic-year-program
https://hs.sas.upenn.edu/academic-year-program
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/college-scholarship-program/how-to-apply/
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/college-scholarship-program/how-to-apply/
https://www.artandwriting.org/awards/
https://www.artandwriting.org/awards/
https://fi.edu/en/science-and-education/stem-scholars
https://fi.edu/en/science-and-education/stem-scholars


     

Follow us on social media and visit us online at https://vpse.upenn.edu/ets!
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